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     Bob Peacock and Becky Jacoinski will be 
continuing the work of Pamela Scott. Bob and Becky 
sincerely appreciate the great work Pam has done over 
the years and greatly appreciate her efforts to assist in 
the transition.  
 

     The Programs Committee plans to develop several 
topics with local and regional speakers as well as offer 
historic building tours. In addition, the Committee 
plans to develop a special children’s program.  
 

     The following changes were approved by the 
Executive Board at the January meeting: 

 

� Programs will now be held on the second 
Wednesday of each month during the months of 
February, March, April, September, October, and 
November from 6:30 to 7:30 PM in order to 
improve attendance and make the programs more 
convenient and consistent.  

 

� The programs will be limited to a maximum of 
60 minutes and the speakers will be advised to use 
45 minutes for planned content and allow 15 
minutes for questions and answers. 

 

� To improve safety until Covid numbers 
improve, all events will be mask-mandatory, 
except for the speaker, and no food or drink will be 
provided.  

 

� In order to encourage attendance in the future, 
light snacks, water, and soda will be provided at 
events AFTER the Covid numbers improve. 

 

� The current $5 non-member attendance fee will 
change to “Donations Accepted and Appreciated” 
to encourage potential new member attendance. 

 

     If any society member would like to assist by 
serving on the committee or would like to suggest or 
present a program, please contact Tom, Bob or Becky 
by emailing programs@westerlyhistoricalsociety.org 
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President’s Corner 
Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr. 

Robert Peacock Joins WHS 
Executive Board 

  

     Greetings friends and welcome to our February 
edition of Westerly’s Witness. I’m pleased to report 
that the board of your historical society is filling out 
nicely and everyone is onto the task of making the 
WHS the best it can be.  
 

     We are working to improve our website and 
ensure that images from our archives and recordings 
from our programs will be available for members to 
view. Our newly formed programs committee is 
planning a refreshing line-up of programs for 
members of all ages. Our membership committee 
under the direction of Bob Boucher is working on 
building our rolls and thinking of ways to reward our 
longest participating members.  We have started 
planning our annual dinner meeting for May, and 
with that our selection of awardees for the WHS Julia 

Award and the co-sponsored historical award 
presented by the Babcock Smith House Museum and 
your WHS. Please look on either website for 
nomination forms.  
 

     Stay well and I look forward to hearing from you 
soon. Please contact me at whspresident@gmail.com 
with your questions, comments, or suggestions.                        

     The Westerly Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that Robert Peacock has joined the 
Executive Board.  Bob has lived in Westerly for the 
past fifty years and has a passion for the town’s more 
recent history spanning the last one hundred and 
twenty years. 
 

    Bob has worked for the Washington Trust Company 
for the past 32 years and is currently the Vice 
President of Purchasing. Bob also continues to be 
involved with several first-responder agencies in 
Westerly as he has for most of his adult life. He is a 
Westerly Police Reserve Officer with 30 years of 
active service and a Westerly Firefighter with 28 years 
of active service. He is also a life member of the 
Westerly Ambulance Corps following 25 years of 
active service. Bob retired this month as the Chief of 
the Watch Hill Fire District after 29 years of active 
service including 18 years as a chief officer. 
 

     Together with board member Becky Jacoinski, Bob 
has begun planning a new schedule and program 
format for WHS. We are excited to see what direction 
the programs committee will take and anticipate great 
things for the coming year. 

Editor’s Notes 
Ann L. Smith 

     A new year has brought a new outlook to the 
Westerly Historical Society. Under the leadership of 
President Tom Gulluscio, we have been 
implementing our goals of increasing board 
membership and participation, and expanding the 
rolls of our general membership. Our new programs 
committee has brought some fresh and exciting ideas 
to the table, and we look forward to seeing what 
develops regarding our public outreach efforts and 
web site enhancements. 
 

     Speaking of our membership, in this issue we are 
pleased to list all of our members for 2021. We 
sincerely thank all of you for your continuing support 
of the Westerly Historical Society. Your dues provide 
the funding necessary to carry out our mission. If you 
don’t find your name listed in this issue of Westerly’s 

Witness, and would like to continue your membership 
and newsletter subscription, and/or gift a 

subscription to friends or family, please send $20 
Individual, $30 Family, $50 Sustaining, $100 Patron, 
or $250 Benefactor to  

Memberships 
Westerly Historical Society 

PO Box 91 Westerly, RI 02891. 
 

Memberships can also be renewed via our website at  
https://westerlyhistoricalsociety.org/membership/ 
      

     Our pot-luck dinner and research sharing event, 
originally scheduled for January 23, 2022, was 
cancelled due to Covid concerns. Nevertheless, our 
programs committee is hard at work planning other 
events for the coming year. See “WHS Program 
News” on Page 1. 
    

      Everyone is looking forward to our annual dinner 
which will be held again in May. This is an officer 
election year, so we hope to have a good turnout to 
confirm our 2022 slate of officers. Just a reminder, we 
are without a board secretary, and I will be stepping 
out of my position as treasurer after an enjoyable, ten-
year stint at keeping the books.  If you have an interest 
in joining our Executive Board as an officer, please 
send an email to whspresident@gmail.com. 
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Great Stories From Westerly’s Past  

Book Launch Photo Album 

     The Westerly Historical Society held a book 
signing on December 7, 2021 to launch the new book, 
Great Stories From Westerly’s Past by Zachary J. 
Garceau. The event was well attended and dozens of 
autographed copies were scooped up by enthusiastic 
attendees. (Photos Courtesy of Brenda Linton.) 
 

 
Author Zachary J. Garceau and 

WHS President Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr. 
 

 
Board Members Cory Jacobson and Pamela Scott 

 

 
John and Joseph Coduri 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna 
Garceau 
chats with a 
guest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Debra and 
Alfred Garceau 
wait for their 
order to be 
completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Author Zachary J. Garceau helps his parents complete their 
Christmas list by autographing a half dozen books for them. 
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WESTERLY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

AND BABCOCK-SMITH 
HOUSE MUSEUM HISTORY 

AWARD 

 
 

 

 
      
 

     An annual award of up to $500.00 will be 
given to a person or persons, grade 5 through 
adulthood, who furthers the mission of 
researching, studying, and/or preserving local 
history in our community. Secondary 
consideration will be given to someone who 
exhibits a passion for history unrelated to the 
local community. 
 

     Application or nomination must be 
submitted by April 1, 2022 by mail to 
 

Westerly Historical Society 
PO Box 91 

Westerly, RI 02891 
 
or by email to whspresident@gmail.com. 
 

     Note: Additional supporting material or 

information may be submitted with an 

application, but will not be returned 
 

      The application form can be found on the 
Babcock- Smith House Museum website and 
on the Westerly Historical Society website. 
https://westerlyhistoricalsociety.org/history-
award/          
or at: 
http://babcocksmithhouse.org/ 
 

     A copy of the application form appears on 
Page 5 of this newsletter. 
 

2021  

Memorial Donations 
 
$100.00-Lois Vars  
     In Memory of Dr. D. Bruce Gray 

 
$100.00-Howard E. and Lois  

Burdick       
     In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 

 
$100.00-Lu Lockwood 
     In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 

 
$50.00-Paula J. Grey   
      In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 

 
$50.00-Stephen M. Greene and  

Betty-Jo Cugini-Greene 
     In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 

 
$30.00 - Lori A Rose and  

Stephen Freitas 
     In Memory of Alberta Devine 

 
$25.00 - Mary Ellen K. Egan 
     In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 

 
$20.00 – Allison P. Gaffey 
     In Memory of  E. Jane Maxson 
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WESTERLY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

AND BABCOCK-SMITH HOUSE 

MUSEUM HISTORY AWARD 
 
 
 

APPLICATION AND/OR NOMINATION FORM 
An annual award of up to $500.00 will be given to a person or persons, grade 5 through adulthood, who furthers 
the mission of researching, studying, and/or preserving local history in our community. Secondary consideration 
will be given to someone who exhibits a passion for history unrelated to the local community. 
 
Applications are available online at babcocksmithhouse.org or westerlyhistoricalsociety.org. 
 
Application or nomination must be submitted by April 1 by direct mail to Westerly Historical Society, PO Box 
91, Westerly, RI 02891 or by email to whspresident@gmail.com. 
 
Name of candidate:  
 
Address:  
 
Phone:                          Email:  
 
If this is a nomination, please list your name and contact information: 
 
 
 
Please describe the candidate’s contribution to local history research, study, or preservation. Additional 
supporting information may also be submitted, but will not be returned.   
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Many Thanks to Our 2021 Member Supporters 
 

Honorary Supporter - $5,000 

Elizabeth G. Riley 
 

Benefactors - $250 or More 
 

John B. Coduri 

Joseph F. Fusaro, Jr. 

Malcolm Makin 

A. Michael and Karen Slosberg  

Edward C. and Carolyn N. White 
 

Patrons - $100 - $249 
 

Carol L. Amadeo 

Robert and Ida Benson 

Lawrence and Kathy Bolanowski 

Michael Burgess 

James P. and Sally Ann Cuda 

Christopher Donohue 

Thomas G. and Anne Doyle 

Peter R. Dunn 

Edward A. and Carol Ann Fazio 

Carol and Alexander Fortier 

Robert W. and Debra A. Gaffey 

Thomas J. Gulluscio, Jr. 

Brenda J. and John H. Linton 

Elizabeth C. and David J. Panciera 

John R. and Mabel N. Payne 

Christopher and Cheryl Seidler 

Judith and Robert Serra 

Russell Soder 

John C. Spratt 

Jay and Ann Stevenson 

Evelyn S. and Louis Thavanet, Jr. 

Janice B. Tunney 

 

Patrons - $100 - $249 

(Continued) 
Lois Vars 

Jerry A. Walsh 

Sharon M. and Thomas E. Wright 
 

Sustaining - $50 - $99 
 

Margaret S. Barclay 

Jeffrey P. and Christina Benson 

Marc and Maria Bernier 

Glenn W. and Joan A. Berwick 

Robert J. Boucher 

Joseph and Joan Coduri 

Erin C. Call and James N. Frink, Jr. 

Stephen Z. Cersosimo 

Elizabeth A. and Brendan J. Clary 

David P. and Marcia C. Erskine 

Irma Federico 

Bruce and Polly Gillie 

Mary Jo and Nelson Girard 

Stephen M. Greene and Betty-Jo Cugini 

John H., Carol J., and Patti Leach 

Christina and Terance Leder, Jr. 

Ellen L. Madison, Ph.D 

David Maxson 

Lise B. Mayers, LICSW 

Roberta Mudge Humble 

Sanford Neuschatz 

William Ogara 

Douglas A. and Eugenia C. Rayner 

Nancy S. Taylor 

Stephen Venuti and Diane L. Wilkin 

Robert and Elizabeth Wood 
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Westerly Historical Society Membership 2021- Continued 
~ Individual~ $20/Yr. Susan Hathaway Suzanne Scully Sal & Micheline Lombardi 

Henry Achilles Matthew Hayden Stephen Servidio Harold & Catherine Madden 

Greg Ahern Paul Hellweg Steven Slosberg Anthony & Pamela Nardone 
Dennis Algiere Larry J. Hirsch Ann L. Smith Rebecca Nolan 
Samuel Azzinaro Marianne C. Holly Anthony G. Smith Mr. & Mrs. Thomas O’Connell 

Julie Babcock Greg Howard Gertrude E. Smith Joseph H. & Carol J. Potter 
Thomas M. Babcock Margaret Huckel Jacquelyn Smith Pamela & Timothy Scott 
Ellen L. Bell Bill Jacobson Ann H. Snowden Mr. & Mrs. Jack Shippee 
Hope Benn Cory Jacobson Robert Suppich Mr. & Mrs. Grant Simmons 
Cordalie Benoit Becky Jacoinski Colin Sweet Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Thornton 
Alexander Berardo Joe Jordan Bruce R. Titterington Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Truax 
Patricia M. Berardo Ingrid Kramer Harry Trefes Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Walsh 

André Boris Norm Langlois Mary Ellen Tunsky Chris & Carla White 
Diane Boumenot Joan Lawlor Julien N. Vachon Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wiber 
Beverly Jean Bouthillier Ronald Lawrence Mary Weiss  
Clayton Brayman Allen Lawton Rose Weston ~Honorary Members~ 
Marilyn Brockmann Edward Liguori Amy Wright Estate of Dwight Brown, Jr. 
Jane Buffum John S. Livingston  Zachary J. Garceau 
Janet M. Burke Carolyn Longolucco ~Family~ $30/Yr. Deborah & Charles Royce 
Nancy Burns-Fusaro J. Michelle MacDonald Wm. & Jacqueline Brennan  
Wanda A. Butler James Mackay Jennifer & Alan Brinton ~Corporate Sponsor~ 
Marcelene Canestrari Carolyn Mallon Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Brito Dime Bank 
Susan Capalbo George Markham Joseph & Susan Brocato  
Cynthia Capizzano Jane Martley Howard Burdick ~Correspondents~ 
Rachel Carley Charles J. McGrath Joanna Burkhardt & M. Wakefield Babcock-Smith House 
Linda Jane Chaffee Moira McGuiness Franklin & Donna Celico Cross Mills Public Library 
George H. Champlin Melinda M. McTaggart Joe & Maura Collins Denison Homestead 
Susan Cline Jane Mendes Mr. & Mrs. John Crosby Hopkinton Historical Assn. 
Melanie Daniels Gil Menna Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Duhamel Indian & Colonial Res. Ctr. 
Tony DeGiacomo Mary G. Mitchell Lynn Faria & Christelle Aubé Ledyard Historical Society 
Gary Dowery William T. Mitchell William & Sharron Ferguson Middletown Hist. Society 
Marjorie H. Duerr Lee Morris Anthony C. & Dyana Fonda Mystic & Noank Library 
Harris Edwards Frances A. Muller Carol & A.J. Fortier Mystic River Hist. Society 
Barbara S. Fallon Richard A. Muller Lori & Stephen Freitas N. Stonington Hist. Society 

Scott Ferigno Catherine D. Murray Mr. & Mrs. Sal Garro Ocean Community  
Mark Fidrych Donald Oat Mr. & Mrs. John Gavin      Chamber of Commerce 
Kathleen French Donald Pasetti Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gencarella Pettaquamscutt  
Ann C. Frink Robert Peacock Eliza & Karen Griscom      Historical Society 
Susan B. Gaccione William A. Peacock Ellery & Suzanne Griscom Preserve Rhode Island 
Mary Ann Gervais Jane C. Perkins Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Hoffman Quonochontaug Hist. Soc. 
Nancy P. Gibson Gregory Pettys Richard & Ardis Holliday RI Historical PHC 

Paul W. Gilluly Martin Podskoch Billy Ann Hutchins & Tina Rizzo RI Research Library 
Bethelen Gorman David M. Rathbun Adam S. Kaufman Richmond Hist. Society 
Colburn Graves Susan Renz Janet Stineman Kres Stonington Hist. Society 
Sally K. Gray William D. Romaski Vincent & Rosemary Kubicsko Watch Hill Improvement Soc. 

Harriet Grayson Katherine Rosen Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Lacey Watch Hill Lighthouse 
Rodman Greene Nina Rossomando Dave Lamphier Westerly Armory 
Andy Griscom M. Susan Routhier Roland & Nadine Lariviere Westerly Land Trust 
Priscilla H. Griscom Kathryn Ryan John & Catherine Lathrop Westerly Public Library 
Judith Harbold Mary E. Scialabba Mr. & Mrs. Todd Linton Westerly Public Schools 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED   

             The Westerly Historical Society    

          P.O. Box 91 
          Westerly, RI 02891 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

AT THE CARRIAGE HOUSE 

THIS FEBRUARY 

Abe Lincoln's Songbook: 
Trio Arrangements with Narration 

The Babcock-Smith House Museum will 
present short arrangements of the music 

which Lincoln loved. 
 

Featuring 

Peter Piacquadio on flugel horn 

Lawrence Grebstein on trumpet and cornet 

Ken Rahn on cornet 

Narrated by Ellen Madison 
 

Arrangements by Peter Piacquadio 
 

Sunday, February 20, 2022 

2:00 PM 

at the Carriage House of the 

Babcock-Smith House Museum. 

124 Granite Street 

Westerly RI 02891 
 

Free for members; $5.00 for not-yet members. 

Current Covid restrictions will be in effect. 

This trio is affiliated with the Artists' Cooperative 
Gallery. 
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